HOUSING OAK PARK 

Organizational Meeting

November 8, 2007

Edward Solan, Executive Director of the Oak Park Residence Corporation, the Oak Park Housing Authority, and one of the founding members of Housing Oak Park (HOP), welcomed the participants and provided background information on the formation of HOP. He indicated that HOP currently has 8 member organizations and approximately 140 individual members.  He indicated that the organization is a grass-roots effort without officers or directors and that its goal is to serve as an advocate for the adoption of good public policies in the areas of affordable housing and diversity.

Mr. Solan then introduced the evening’s speakers:

· Rick Kuner, a former Oak Park Village Trustee, a former president of the Oak Park Regional Housing Center, and a founding member of HOP.

· Lynda Schueler, Executive Director of West Suburban PADS and a founding member of HOP.
· Bob Palmer, Policy Director of Housing Action Illinois.

Mr. Solan acknowledged the presence of several founding members of HOP, including Dan Kill and Hank Zuba, and also thanked a number of people who were instrumental in the formation of HOP but who were unable to attend, including John Lukehart.

Mr. Kuner gave an overview of the Village of Oak Park’s Diversity Assurance program and its impact on maintaining racial diversity in Oak Park’s multi-family housing buildings. Mr. Kuner has recently completed an analysis of this program, a 4-page summary of which is available for public review on the HOP website (www.housingoakpark.org). He indicated that there are currently more than 1,500 units participating in this program and also commented on the role of the Oak Park Regional Housing Center in marketing these units. Mr. Kuner stated that the DAP has been vitally important in maintaining diversity in Oak Park’s apartment buildings and advocated for some changes that would make the program work better.

Ms. Schueler indicated that the threatened closing of the West Cook YMCA and the potential loss of its 128 SRO units was a catalyzing event in the formation of the group. She gave a brief chronology of events surrounding the threatened closing and indicated that the YMCA’s proposed purchase of the new site for the YMCA in Forest Park was imminent.  She noted that the YMCA has recently issued a Request for Qualifications to locate a prospective developer of the 3 parcels currently owned by the YMCA, including the main building. She indicated that HOP has been active in leading the effort to retain the SRO units and to convert them into supportive housing units, which combine housing with social services. 
Mr. Solan addressed the loss of rental housing in Oak Park and the mismatch of available rental apartments with the tenants seeking housing. He indicated that Oak Park has lost over 2,000 rental units in the past 25 years, largely due to the effects of condominium conversions. He also noted that there is a severe shortage of larger-sized rental apartments in Oak Park, which is also attributable to the conversion of many of the larger-sized units to condominiums.  Mr. Solan also addressed the need for an inclusionary zoning ordinance in Oak Park to help address the loss of rental units and to better match the supply of rental units with market demands.  He indicated that hundreds of communities nationwide have adopted inclusionary zoning ordinances and that Oak Park needs to address this lack.

Following the presentations, there was a brief Q&A session. Several audience members questioned the future of the SRO units and the impact that that the loss of these units would have on the single low-income residents of the YMCA. There was some discussion on the possible role for the Village of Oak Park and what individual residents of the community could do to try to save the SRO units.

To conclude the program, Bob Palmer gave a brief presentation on what local residents can do to become more active in affordable housing issues at both the local and State level. Mr. Palmer noted that November is Affordable Housing Month and he encouraged membership in HOP and also in Housing Matters (www.housingmatters.net) a statewide coalition that has been formed to advocate on behalf of affordable housing. Mr. Palmer also distributed a compendium of information, including suggestions on steps that can be taken locally to support affordable housing. This document is available on the HOP website (www.housingoakpark.org). 

